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SUBJ: PORTUGUESE TIMOR GOVERNOR PIRES VISITS JAKARTA 

1. PORTUGUESE TIMOR GOVERNOR COL MARIOS PIRES VISITED 
JAKARTA MARCH 17-18 ON HIS WAY BACK TO DILI FROM CONSULTATIONS 
IN LISBON. DURING HIS STAY IN JKARTA PIRES MET WITH 

MIDDLE RANKING OFFICIALS, INCLUDING FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 
ASIA PACIFIC DIRECTOR BRIGGEN ADENAN, INTERIOR DEPARTMENT 
DIRGEN FOR GENERAL GOVERNMENT HARIROESTAMAN, AND JAKARTA 
GOVERNOR ALI SADIKIN. IN COMMENTS TO PRESS PIRES STATED 
THAT DAILY LIFE IN TIMOR IS NORMAL, WITHOUT SERIOUS 
INCIDENTS, BUT THAT ECONOMIC CONDITIONS POOR. HE EXPLAINED 
THAT MANY PORTUGUESE TIMORESE HAD CROSSED INTO INDONESIA 
TERRITORY BECAUSE THEY HAD RELATIVES THERE, AND THAT 
THEY FREE TO RETURN ANY TIME. 

2. PIRES WAS QUOTED AS STATING PORTUGAL DETERMINED TO 
DECOLONIZE TIMOR, AND AS HAVING ASSURED GOI THAT GOP 
WOULD PROVIDE FOR PEOPLE'S EXPRESSION OF SELF DETERMINATION. 
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IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION HE STATED THERE NO PROBLEM OF 
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MERGER WITH INDONESIA IF THIS WISH OF MAJORITY OF PEOPLE. 

3. PRIOR BOARDING PLANE MARCH 18 PIRES TOLD 

REPORTERS THAT "THERE IS NO COMMUNIST GHOST IN PORTUGUESE 
TIMOR," AND THAT "DOUBTLESS THE IDEA IS THERE, BUT THERE 
IS NO ACTIVITY." HE COMMENTED THAT HIS TALKS IN JAKARTA 
HAD BEEN USEFUL, THAT RELATIONS BETWEEN INDONESIA AND 
PORTUGAL ARE GOOD, BUT COULD BE FURTHER IMPROVED, AND 
THAT "I HAVE NEVER FEARED THAT THERE WOULD BE AN 
(INDONESIA) INVASION." 

4. IN DISCUSSION MARCH 19 ADENAN TOLD POLCOUNSELOR PIRES 
VISIT HAD BEEN USEFUL ONE. ACCORDING ADENAN, PIRES 

GAVE GOI ASSURANCES GOP WOULD NOT ACCEPT UDT/FRETELIN PLAN 

WHICH WOULD ENVISAGE IMMEDIATE GRANTING OF DE JURE INDEPENDENCE 

FOLLOWED BY TRANSITION PERIOD IN WHICH PORTUGAL WOULD 

CONTINUE TO PLAY LEADING ROLE. RATHER, GOP 

INTENDS TO ESTABLISH SOME SORT OF COUNCIL OR ASSEMBLY 

(NOT YET CLEAR WHETHER ELECTED OR APPOINTED) WHICH WOULD 

REPRESENT ALL ELEMENTS OF POLITICAL SPECTRUM. AFTER 

INTERIM PERIOD OF UNSPECIFIED LENGTH PORTUGUESE 

TIMORESE WOULD EXERCISE RIGHT OF SELF DETERMINATION 

(METHOD NOT DECIDED). 

5. ADENAN STATED THAT VISIT OF PRIES, WHOM HE DESCRIBED 
AS "LEFTIST BUT NOT COMMUNIST" HAD TO SOME DEGREE 
ALLEVIATED CONCERNS OF GOI, QUICKLY ADDING THAT OF COURSE 
VALUE OF PIRES’ ASSURANCES DEPENDENT ON 

STABILITY OF GOP, WHICH FAR FROM CERTAIN. ADENAN SAID 
THAT HE HAD ONLY ASKED OF PIRES THAT DILI ADMINISTRATION 
NOT DISCRIMINATE AGAINST APODETI, AS FOR EXAMPLE HAD BEEN 
DONE WHEN APODETI HAD BEEN FORBIDDEN USE OF RADIO DILL 
TO WHICH PIRES GAVE HIS AGREEMENT. 

6. PIRES DEPARTED AFTERNOON OF MARCH 18 FOR KUPANG 

WHERE HE WILL HOLD TALKS WITH EAST NUSATENGGARA GOVERNOR 
ELTARI. NEWSOM 
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